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1
GNSS RECEIVER AND ANTENNA SYSTEM
INCLUDING A DIGITAL COMMUNICATION
SUBSYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/941,437, which was
filed on Jun. 1, 2007, by Patrick C. Fenton for a GNSS
RECEIVER AND ANTENNA SYSTEM USING A DIGI-
TAL COMMUNICATIONS CONDUCTOR and is hereby
incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In certain environments antennas are placed remotely with
respect to GNSS receivers. The antennas may, for example,
be placed in areas that have clear views of the sky or areas that
are relatively free of sources of multipath. To ensure proper
performance of the receiver, the satellite signals received by
the antennas are communicated to the GNSS receiver over
long runs of relatively expensive Radio Frequency (RF)
cable, which has known transmission delays for the frequen-
cies of interest. The receiver then utilizes the signals, to deter-
mine position based on the phases of one or more carriers
and/or codes in the received satellite signals.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A GNSS receiver and antenna system that transmits signals
from an antenna structure to a remote GNSS receiver includes
a digital communications subsystem that utilizes a high-
speed digital communications conductor, such as a high
speed digital serial link cable, and at the antenna end appro-
priate connectors and an RF to digital signal converter that
produces digital signals that preserve frequency and carrier
and code phase information contained in GNSS satellite sig-
nals. At the receiver end, the system includes appropriate
connectors and, as necessary, a digital to RF signal converter.
The long run between the antenna structure and the remote
GNSS receiver can thus be made with a relatively low cost
digital communication conductor that operates at a suffi-
ciently high speed. Further, signals from other devices, such
as, for example, inertial sensors, other satellite or ground-
based ranging devices, sensors, and/or differential GNSS cor-
rection signals, and so forth, can be similarly converted to
digital signals by the system and transmitted to the GNSS
receiver over the same high speed digital communications
conductor, without loss of necessary relative timing informa-
tion or other signal information.

The digital communications subsystem formats the digital
communications in accordance with an appropriate commu-
nication protocol, such as, Ethernet, adding headers and so
forth that; as necessary, identify the sources of information
and or types of information contained in the signals. The
system may further include mechanisms to synchronize the
frequencies of local oscillators at the respective converters,
such that any frequency shifts are essentially eliminated or
known, and can thus be compensated for, or offset, in tracking
software in the GNSS receiver. Alternatively, the local oscil-
lators in the converters may operate in accordance with an
oscillator that is under the control of the GNSS receiver.

The converter at the antenna end or the antenna structure
may produce an intermediate frequency signal, which is sent
over the digital communications conductor as an appropri-
ately formatted digital signal. The GNSS receiver may then
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2

use the intermediate frequency signal directly, that is, without
further conversion, in its acquisition and tracking operations.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention description below refers to the accompany-
ing drawings, of which:

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram of a system con-
structed in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram of an alternative
system constructed in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 3 is a functional block diagram of an alternative
system constructed in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 4 is a functional block diagram of an alternative
system constructed in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 5 is a functional block diagram of an alternative
system constructed in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 6 is a functional block diagram of an alternative
system constructed in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 7 is a more detailed functional block diagram of the
system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 8 is a functional block diagram of an alternative
system constructed in accordance with the invention; and

FIG. 9 is a more detailed functional block diagram of the
environment in which a system constructed in accordance
with the invention may operate.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF AN
ILLUSTRATIVE EMBODIMENT

The system will be described below in accordance with use
of'the Ethernet transmission protocol, and associated connec-
tors and communication conductors. The system does not
require use of the Ethernet protocol and may instead be con-
structed using other digital communication mechanisms and
using other high speed digital communication conductors,
such as a high speed digital serial link cable. Further, as
discussed herein, the signals are formatted to include, in
signal headers and/or as part of the signal payload, informa-
tion that identifies the signals by frequency and/or as coming
from particular sources, such as, particular antennas, various
transmitters, such as, beacons, sensors, ground-base ranging
devices, other satellites, and so forth. Alternatively, or in
addition, signals may be formatted to provide information
relating to the type of signal, such as, a temperature reading,
and so forth.

FIG. 1 depicts a GNSS receiver and antenna system 100
that includes a digital communications subsystem 110 which
utilizes a high speed digital communications conductor 18 to
transmit received GNSS satellite signals between a GNSS
antenna structure 12 and a GNSS receiver 24. The signals are
transmitted in the form of digital transmission signals that
preserve frequency, and carrier and code phase information.

The antenna structure 12 receives the satellite signals and
provides the signals over a short run of conventional RF cable
14 to an RF to Ethernet converter 16. The converter converts
the RF signals to digital signals and formats them for trans-
mission over the high speed digital communications conduc-
tor. The digital communications conductor may be a Cat5
twisted copper conductor, a fiber optic conductor, a high-
speed serial link cable, and so forth.

The antenna structure 12 may include multiple antennas or
antenna elements for receiving, for example, GPS, GLONAS,
Galileo, Compass and other ranging signals. Alternatively,
the antenna structure may be configured for particular GNSS
satellite signals, such as .1 and .2 GPS signals. The RF to
Ethernet converter 16 converts the respective satellite signals
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to digital signals that preserve the frequency and phase infor-
mation that is utilized in global position calculations. The
converter adds headers and other information such that the
receiver end of the subsystem 110 can recover the respective
GNSS signals and provide them to the appropriate GNSS
receivers 24.

In the system of FIG. 1, an Ethernet to RF converter 20
recovers the respective GNSS satellite signals from the trans-
mitted signals and provides the recovered signals over a short
run of conventional RF cable 22 to the GNSS receiver 24. The
GNSS receiver 24 then operates in a known manner to deter-
mine position information, such as, pseudoranges and/or glo-
bal position, based on the phases of codes and/or carriers of
the GNSS satellite signals and the locations of the receiver
relative to the antenna structure 12. As discussed below with
reference to FIG. 7, local oscillators in the converters 16 and
may be synchronized, to avoid the adverse effects that fre-
quency shifts due to the conversions from RF to digital and
digital to RF can have on carrier and code phases.

Referring now to FIG. 2, multiple GNSS receivers 24 may
be connected to the digital communications conductor 18,
and thus, receive signals transmitted by the digital communi-
cation subsystem 110. In the drawing, two GNSS receivers,
one depicted as a GPS receiver and one depicted as a GLO-
NAS receiver, are connected through corresponding convert-
ers 20 and 21 to receive GNSS signals provided by the GNSS
antenna structure 12. The respective converters thus recover
the GPS and GLONAS satellite signals, and provide the sig-
nals to the receivers. The receivers operate in a conventional
manner to determine position information, such as pseudor-
anges and/or global position from the recovered satellite sig-
nals.

Referring now to FIG. 3, signals from multiple antenna
structures 12 may be transmitted by the digital communica-
tions subsystem 110 over the digital communications con-
ductor 18. The respective RF to Ethernet converters 16 con-
vert the RF signals that are provided by the antenna structures
to digital signals that are formatted for transmission. The
converters thus add appropriate information, such as, for
example, headers that identify the signals coming from the
respective antenna structures and/or include in the payload
information that identifies respective frequencies, and so
forth. The converted and formatted signals from the GNSS2
antenna are transmitted over a short run of the digital com-
munications conductor, and these signals are then included in
the communications over the long distance run of the digital
communications conductor 18 to the GNSS receivers 24.
Alternatively, if the two antenna structures are sufficiently
close together, they may utilize the same converter. Thus, the
system 100 may include one antenna structure that is opti-
mized for GPS signals and a second structure optimized for
Galileo signals, and so forth.

As the receiver end of the digital communications sub-
system 10, the digital transmission signals are provided to
multiple Ethernet to RF converters 20. The converters 20
recover the signals received by the respective antenna struc-
tures 12 and provide the recovered signals to the GNSS
receivers 24. The GNSS receivers operate in a known manner
to produce position information based on the recovered
GNSS satellite signals and the locations of the receivers rela-
tive to the respective antenna structures.

As depicted in FIG. 4, the GNSS receiver 24 may be
configured to process the digital signals directly, without
requiring conversion back to RF signals. Accordingly, the RF
to Ethernet converter 16 converts the received satellite signals
to digital signals and formats the signals for communication
over the digital communications conductor 18. The GNSS
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receiver connected to the digital communications conductor
18 through appropriate connectors (not shown) then utilizes
the digital signals directly to recover, acquire and track the
carriers and codes and determine position information. Addi-
tional antenna structures and receivers (not shown) may simi-
larly communicate over the digital communications conduc-
tor 18.

The converter 16 may include a low noise amplifier, filter
and downconverter that manipulate the received GNSS satel-
lite signals and produce one or more intermediate frequency
(IF) signals. The converter then samples the IF signal, or as
appropriate, multiple IF signals, and converts the samples to
digital signals for transmission over the high speed digital
communications conductor 18. The GNSS receiver 24 recov-
ers the carrier and code phase information from the signals
and performs acquisition and tracking operations in software
and/or firmware. The GNSS receiver may thus be configured
as a digital signal processor operable in, for example, a gen-
eral purpose computer.

As depicted in FI1G. 5, a GNSS antenna structure 122 may
be configured to output its signals directly, that is, through an
appropriate connector (not shown) to the digital communica-
tions conductor 18, such that a separate converter is not
required. In this arrangement, the RF front end operations of
downconversion to IF, sampling and A/D conversion are per-
formed within the antenna structure. Alternatively, the
antenna structure may include a filter, a sampler and an A/D
converter that operates on the signals at RF frequencies, such
that IF signals are produced, as necessary, at the receiver end
of'the subsystem 110. A combination of the GNSS receiver 24
of FIG. 4 and the GNSS antenna structure 12 of FIG. 5 may be
used in the system 100, as depicted in FIG. 6, such that
separate converters are not needed.

Referring now to FIG. 7, if converters 16 and 20 are used at
both ends of the digital communications conductor 18, care
must be taken to synchronize the frequencies of the RF to
Digital down-conversion with the Digital to RF up-conver-
sion, in order to avoid or at least calibrate a frequency shift in
the signals provided to the GNSS receiver due to differences
in local oscillators at the converters. While a frequency shift
in the signal is not normally a problem, the shift must be
accounted for in the receiver tracking software, to avoid asso-
ciated positioning errors. Thus, the local oscillators 17 and 21
in the converters 16 and 20 should be synchronized to one
another or to an outside oscillator.

One way to synchronize the local oscillators is to use
clock-recovery signals from synchronous digital data trans-
missions over the digital communications conductor 18. One
of'the converters 16 and 20 may act as the master and provide
clocking information over the conductor 18 by synchronizing
data transmissions to the local oscillator. The other, or slave,
converter recovers the clock from the received synchronous
transmissions, and uses the clock to phase lock its local oscil-
lator to the local oscillator at the master converter. As depicted
in the drawing by arrow 19, the converter 20 at the receiver
end acts as the master, and provides to the converter 16
communications from which the clock can be recovered.
Similarly, the local oscillators in any number of converters
connected to the conductor 18 may be synchronized to the
master local oscillator based on the clock information in the
transmitted signals. Other known techniques for lock
sychronization through data transmissions may be employed
by the digital communication system 110 instead or in addi-
tion to the synchronous transmissions.

Referring now to FIG. 8, when the GNSS receiver 24 is to
provide precise timing signals based on the Universal Time
Coordinated (UTC) time scale, it may be necessary to slave
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the local oscillators in all of the converters 16 and 20 to a
master oscillator 28 that is controlled by the GNSS receiver
24. As depicted in FIG. 8, the master oscillator may, for
example, be an Oven Controlled Crystal Oscillator (OCXO).
The converter 20 receives a frequency reference signal from
the OCXO, and synchronizes its local oscillator to the
OCXO. Further, the converter 20 provides frequency syn-
chronization information, that is, synchronous data transmis-
sions from which a clock can be recovered, to the converter 16
atthe antenna end. The GNSS receiver 24 then computes time
and frequency offsets from the received digitized data, that is,
from the recovered satellite signals, and provides frequency
correction signals to the OCXO. The OCXO, in turn, drives
the local oscillator in the converter 20, to a known frequency,
and the converter 20 provides to the converter 16 synchronous
transmissions from which the converter can determine the
clock for phase locking the local oscillator to the master
oscillator. Additional slave local oscillators may be synchro-
nized with the master oscillator in the same manner.

Referring now to FIG. 9, the GNSS antenna structure 12
may also receive ranging signals from other satellites or
ground-based transmitters 30, differential GNSS correction
signals from beacons 32 or base GNSS receivers 34 and/or
signals from transmitting sensors 36 or co-located sensors 38,
such as inertial sensors, temperature sensors, barometric sen-
sors, and so forth. These signals are also provided to the
GNSS receiver 24 over the digital communications conductor
18. As appropriate, the RF to Ethernet converter 16 converts
the signals to digital signals that preserve relative timing
information and other signal information, such as ranging
signal carrier and code phases, needed by the GNSS receivers
24. The converter also formats the signals with appropriate
headers and payloads that identify the sources and/or types of
signals. Alternatively or in addition, the sensor or other sig-
nals may be supplied to the digital communications conduc-
tor through other Ethernet connectors and/or converters (not
shown). The GNSS receiver uses the non-GNSS information,
such as inertial measurements, temperature, barometric pres-
sure and so forth, in a known manner, along with the received
satellite signals, to produce position information.

Additionally, or in contrast, the converter 16 may upcon-
vert the non-GNSS signals to a GNSS frequency, or a slightly
offset frequency, and combine the non-GNSS signals with the
GNSS signals, before producing the formatted signals for
transmission. A system for upconverting the non-GNSS sig-
nals is described in co-pending United States Published
Patent Application US2007/0262899, which is assigned to
the same assignee and incorporated herein in its entirety by
reference.

As described herein, the digital communications conductor
may be Cat5 (twisted copper pairs), Cat6, fiber-optic cable, or
a high speed digital serial link cable. The communications
protocol may be Ethernet, USB, FireWire, RocketlO, or other
digital communication protocol. Alternatively, or in addition,
the digital communications subsystem may use time multi-
plexing to send signals from different antennas or antenna
elements or different signal sources, with or without incor-
porating further signal source or type identifying informa-
tion.

What is claimed is:

1. A system consisting of:

one or more sensors that provide signals containing non-
GNSS information;

one or more remote GNSS antenna structures adapted to
receive GNSS signals and the signals provided by the
one or more sensors;
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a digital communication subsystem including:

one or more RF to formatted digital signal converters, at
a first end of the subsystem nearest to the one or more
remote GNSS antenna structures, to receive signals
from the one or more remote GNSS antenna struc-
tures and produce digital signals that are formatted for
transmission and correspond to the received GNSS
signals and the signals provided by the one or more
sensors and preserve carrier frequency and phase
information and code phase information from which
the received GNSS signals can be fully recovered,

one or more formatted digital signal to RF converters, at
a second end of the subsystem nearest to one or more
GNSS receivers, for converting the digital signals to
RF signals for use by the one or more GNSS receivers,
and

a digital communications high speed conductor consist-
ing of a single continuous high speed digital serial
link cable spanning an entire distance between the one
or more RF to formatted digital signal converters at
the first end and the one or more formatted digital
signal to RF converters at the second end without any
intervening devices, the single continuous high speed
digital serial link cable transmitting the digital signals
from all of the one or more RF to formatted digital
signal converters to all of the one or more formatted
digital signal to RF converters; and

one or more GNSS receivers located remotely from the

remote GNSS antenna structures and the sensors and
directly coupled to receive the RF signals from the one
or more formatted digital signal to RF converters, the
one or more GNSS receivers adapted to recover the code
and carrier phase information and the non-GNSS infor-
mation and use the code and carrier phase information
and the non-GNSS information to produce position
information.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein one remote GNSS
antenna structure is optimized for the receipt of GPS signals
and another remote GNSS antenna structure is optimized for
the receipt of one or more other GNSS satellite signals.

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the one or more remote
GNSS antenna structures downconvert the received GNSS
signals to intermediate frequency signals.

4.The system of claim 1 wherein one or more of the sensors
are co-located with the one or more remote GNSS antenna
structures.

5. The system of claim 1 wherein one converter provides to
the digital communications conductor signals from which
other converters can recover clock information for synchro-
nizing local oscillators.

6. The system of claim 1 wherein

the one or more sensors are inertial sensors, temperature

sensors, barometric sensors, or combinations thereof.

7. The system of claim 1 wherein

the one or more remote GNSS antenna structures are fur-

ther adapted to receive differential GNSS correction
signals, and

the digital communication subsystem is further adapted to

convert the correction signals into digital signals that are
formatted for transmission and include information
associated with a source or type of the correction signals.

8. The system of claim 1 wherein

the one or more remote GNSS antenna structures are fur-

ther adapted to receive ranging signals from ground-
based devices or other satellites, and

the digital communication subsystem is further adapted to

convert the ranging signals into digital signals that are
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formatted for transmission and include information
associated with a source or type of the ranging signals
and carrier and code phase information.

9. The system of claim 6 wherein

the one or more remote GNSS antenna structures are fur-

ther adapted to receive differential GNSS correction
signals, and

the digital communications subsystem is further adapted to

convert the correction signals into digital signals that are
formatted for transmission and include information
associated with a source or type of the correction signals.

10. The system of claim 9 wherein

the one or more remote GNSS antenna structures are fur-

ther adapted to receive ranging signals from ground-
based devices or other satellites, and

the digital communications subsystem is further adapted to

convert the ranging signals into digital signals that are
formatted for transmission and include information
associated with a source or type of the ranging signals
and carrier and code phase information.

11. The system of claim 6 wherein

the one or more remote GNSS antenna structures are fur-

ther adapted to receive ranging signals from ground-
based devices or other satellites, and

the digital communications subsystem is further adapted to

convert the ranging signals into digital signals that are
formatted for transmission and include information
associated with a source or type of the ranging signals
and carrier and code phase information.

12. The system of claim 7 wherein

the one or more remote GNSS antenna structures are fur-

ther adapted to receive ranging signals from ground-
based devices or other satellites, and

the digital communications subsystem is further adapted to

convert the ranging signals into digital signals that are
formatted for transmission and include information
associated with the source of the ranging signals.
13. The system of claim 1 wherein one or more sensors are
transmitting sensors.
14. The system of claim 1 wherein the digital communica-
tion subsystem further includes in digital signals information
associated with sources or types of signals provided by
respective sensors.
15. The system of claim 1 wherein a given GNSS receiver
connects to the high speed serial link cable.
16. The system of claim 1 wherein the GNSS antenna
structures are directly coupled to the first end of the digital
communication subsystem.
17. A system consisting of:
one or more sensors that provide signals containing non-
GNSS information;

one or more remote GNSS antenna structures adapted to
receive GNSS signals and the signals provided by the
one or more sensors;

a digital communication subsystem including:

one or more RF to formatted digital signal converters, at
a first end of the subsystem nearest to the one or more
remote GNSS antenna structures, to receive signals
from the one or more remote GNSS antenna struc-
tures and produce digital signals that are formatted for
transmission and correspond to the received GNSS
signals and the signals provided by the one or more
sensors and preserve carrier frequency and phase
information and code phase information from which
the received GNSS signals can be fully recovered,

one or more formatted digital signal to RF converters, at
a second end of the subsystem nearest to one or more
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GNSS receivers, for converting the digital signals to
RF signals for use by the one or more GNSS receivers,
and
a digital communications high speed conductor consist-
ing of a single continuous high speed digital serial
link cable spanning an entire distance between the one
or more RF to formatted digital signal converters at
the first end and the one or more formatted digital
signal to RF converters at the second end of the digital
communication subsystem without any intervening
devices, the single continuous high speed digital
serial link cable transmitting the digital signals from
all of the one or more RF to formatted digital signal
converters to all of the one or more formatted digital
signal to RF converters; and
one or more GNSS receivers located remotely from the
remote GNSS antenna structures and the sensors and
directly coupled to receive the RF signals from the one
or more formatted digital signal to RF converters, the
one or more GNSS receivers adapted to recover the code
and carrier phase information and the non-GNSS infor-
mation and use the code and carrier phase information
and the non-GNSS information to produce position
information.
18. The system of claim 17 wherein
the one or more remote GNSS antenna structures are fur-
ther adapted to receive differential GNSS correction
signals, and
the digital communications subsystem is further adapted to
produce corresponding formatted digital signals that
include information associated with a source or type of
the correction signals.
19. The system of claim 17 wherein the one or more for-

matted digital signal to RF converters are synchronized to or
at a known offset from the RF to formatted digital signal
converters.

20. The system of claim 17 wherein the sensors are one or

more ofinertial sensors, temperature sensors, barometric sen-
sors or combinations thereof.

21. The system of claim 20 wherein

the one or more remote GNSS antenna structures are fur-
ther adapted to receive ground-based or other satellite
ranging signals, and

the digital communications subsystem is further adapted to
produce corresponding formatted digital signals that
include information associated with a source or type of
the ranging signal and carrier and code phase informa-
tion.

22. The system of claim 17 wherein the high speed serial

link cable connects to a given GNSS receiver.

23. A system consisting comprising:

a plurality of remote GNSS antenna structures configured
to receive GNSS satellite signals;

aplurality of RF to formatted digital converters configured
to produce formatted digital signals corresponding to the
received GNSS satellite signals that include carrier fre-
quency and phase information and code phase informa-
tion from which the received GNSS signal can be fully
recovered;

a single continuous high speed digital serial link cable
spanning an entire distance between the plurality of RF
to formatted digital converters and a plurality of format-
ted digital signal to RF converters, the single continuous
high speed digital serial link cable configured to transmit
all formatted digital signals from all of the plurality of
RF to formatted digital converters to all of the plurality
of formatted digital signal to RF converters;
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the plurality of formatted digital signal to RF converters
configured to convert the formatted digital signals
received, over the single continuous high speed digital
serial link cable spanning an entire distance between the
plurality of RF to formatted digital converters and the 5
plurality of formatted digital signal to RF converters, to
RF signals; and

one or more GNSS receivers configured to receive the RF
signals from the one or more formatted digital signal to
RF converters, the GNSS receivers being remote from 10
the one or more remote GNSS antenna structures.

#* #* #* #* #*
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